Vocation  of  the  New  Israel 

Israel,  the  New  Humanity 

•  The  stories  of  Genesis  are  tied  together  by 
one  theme:  God's  blessing  to  mankind. 

•  God  blessed  his  newly  created  humankind, 
that  they  may  be  fruitful  and  multiply  in 
numbers  (Gen  1:27-28). 

•  After  the  fall,  God  judged  the  world  with  the 
flood.  Noah  became  the  new  humanity  on 
earth:  God  blessed  him  and  his  family  with 
the  same  blessing  (Gen  9:6-8). 

•  When  God  called  Abraham,  it  was  the  same 
blessing  that  was  granted  him:  be  multiply 
and  become  a  great  nation  (Gen  12:2-3). 

•  Therefore,  Israel  hopes  that,  when  God 
returns,  He  will  grant  her  the  blessing  that 
were  to  be  granted  to  humankind.  That  is, 
they  believe  that  they  are  the  true  humanity. 

Torah  and  the  Holy  Nation 

•  What  then  is  the  vocation  of  this  new 
humanity . 

•  God  called  the  first  man  to  be  his  image 
bearer  (Gen  1 :26-29). 

•  God  called  the  Israel  nation  to  be  a  people  of 
his  possession,  separated  from  the  nations  to 
become  a  priestly  kingdom  and  holy  nation 
(Exo  19:3-6). 

•  Torah  is  thus  not  something  Israel  used  for 
negotiating  a  covenant  relationship  with 
God:  it  was  because  of  God's  initiative  that 
they  were  saved  from  Egypt;  it  was  because 
of  God's  gracious  initiative  that  the 
covenant  was  established.  Instead,  Torah  is 
something  by  which  Israel  live  out  her 
vocation  and  identity. 

Holy  Spirit  and  the  New  Torah 

•  Yet  the  Torah  failed  to  sanctify  Israel. 
Because  of  her  disloyally,  she  was  exiled  to 
the  nations. 

•  In  the  midst  of  suffering,  the  prophets 
proclaim  a  day  in  which  God,  through  the 
Spirit,  would  write  His  Torah  on  Israel's 
heart  (Jer  31:31-34;  Eze  11:19-20,36:24-28; 
Joel  2:28-29). 


The  Church  and  the  Sanctified  Humanity 

•  The  New  Testament  not  only  sees  the 
church  as  the  recreated  humanity  (2  Cor 
5:17;  Gal  6:15),  it  reaffirms  the  vocation  of 
man  as  the  image  bearer  of  God  (Col  3:10). 

•  In  addition,  the  NT  authors  see  the  church  as 
the  new  Israel  (1  Pet  2:9). 

•  Making  this  happen  is  neither  our  loyalty  to 
Torah  nor  our  moral  strength.  Rather,  it  is 
the  daily  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
sanctifies  us  (Rom  7:7-8:17). 

•  What  differentiates  us  is  that  in  our 
fellowship  we  practice  loving  one  another 
(John  13:34-35).  This  is  the  Torah  of  Jesus 
Christ  (1  Jn  2:7-11;  Gal  6:2). 

Reflections 

•  The  Scripture  is  not  solely  concerned  of 
providing  a  method  for  a  sinful  person  to 
escape  God's  wrath.  God's  concern  is 
singularly  one  of  constituting  on  earth  a 
people  who  reflects  His  glory  and  goodness. 

•  Sanctification  is  therefore  not  an  option  for 
the  saved  community.  Instead,  holiness  is 
the  object  of  our  salvation;  it  is  our  vocation 
and  our  identity . 

•  What  we  need  to  keep  asking  ourselves  is 
this  question:  what  is  it  that  makes  holy 
living  possible?  We  must  resist  the 
Pharisaic  temptation  of  employing  the  law 
(or  its  many  variants  such  as  policies,  rules, 
peer  pressure  and  social  norms)  to  generate 
holy  living. 

•  The  New  Testament  Gospel  tells  of  the 
empowering  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  transforms  us  from  within,  turns  our 
heart  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  creates 
inside  us  a  creature  in  the  likeness  of  Christ 
our  Lord. 


